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Anand, a great and prosperous railway centre, from which
branch lines radiate to all parts of the region.
In connection with our song books, Indian tunes, War
Cry and publications of Gujarat, Brigadier Dayasagar
(Burfoot) has done yeoman service. His familiarity with
the Gujarati language has been of great value to The
Army, and has been further supplemented by his study
of other Indian languages. He has also very successfully
acted as "liaison Officer" for placing The Army and its
work in close touch with some fifty or more vernacular
papers, which have evinced the keenest interest in us,
and have gladly placed their columns at our disposal.
This again has served to familiarize the leaders of Indian
thought with the aims and objects of The Army, and when
our annual Anti-Drink War Cry has been published, leading
Mill-owners and employers of labour have circulated
thousands of copies amongst their work-people, not in-
frequently contributing a few warm words of commendation
from their own pens.
Another valuable form of help has been the sinking of
wells. The high caste quarters of the Gujarat villages are
usually supplied with a sufficiency of excellent wells, but
access to these is as a rule denied to Dhers and other
depressed castes, who have either to resort to the open
tanks, in which the cattle drink, the buffaloes wallow, and
the people bathe and wash their clothes, and which fre-
quently dry up in the hot weather ; or their water has to
be fetched from distant wells in the fields.
It is difficult for those who have been accustomed
to draw an abundant supply of water from a tap every
time they need it for bathing, washing, drinking, cooking
or other purposes, to know what it must mean in a hot
country lite India to fetch water from a well, for the daily
needs of a household. Let us suppose that the water-
level is from thirty to fifty feet from the surface of the
ground, and as a matter of fact, it is not infrequently
from sixty to eighty feet. A large brass or earthen vessel
is tied to the well-rope, and let down into the water.
When the vessel is fuU, it is drawn up and the contents
emptied into the two or three other similar vessels which
contain the household supply for the day, When